FOUR LITTLE GIRLS, 1997 
Spike Lee, d. for HBO 

Review Nichols, esp. chapter on Axiographics 

How does the film appeal to our intellect? to our emotions? to our moral/ethical sense? 

Consider the organization of the film, 
chronology 

importance of memory (whose, of what?) 


Interviews 

how are they shot? —this is for TV screen viewing...what decisions were made? 
who is interviewed? 
family 

friends and acaquaintances 
public figures 
experts and authorities 
hostile witnesses 

for the interviews, how is context established? believability? 

What is the use of news photos, headlines, etc. and broadcast news footage from the past? 

What is the use of family snapshots, home movies? 

How is are the photos of the victims introduced? how are they framed? 

How does documentary deal with death? (discussion in Nichols) 

What is the intention of the film? 

NB. While Spike Lee is usually thought of as a distinctly urban director, he grew up in NYC but attended a Black college 
in the deep South (reflected in School Daze). Why and how is Lee depicting this moment from the past, distinctly set in the 
South, and linked to the Civil Rights movement of that time? 

Why make this film for today? 


Those familiar with Lee's fictional films can relate this film to his interests and themes in the features. 



